
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Region 1 

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 

URGENT LEGAL MATTER - PROMPT REPLY NECESSARY 
CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

JUN 0 2 2014 

KEK Realty Trust 
John E. Whitney, III and Susan M. Whitney 
1 7 Pond Street 
Newburyport, MA 01950 

Re: Notice of Potential Liability at the Southwest Properties portion of Operable Unit Two 
of the Wells G & H Superfund Site located in Woburn, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Whitney: 

This letter serves to formally notify you of the potential liability which you have or may have 
incurred with respect to the Southwest Properties portion of Operable Unit Two ("OU-2") of the 
Wells G & H Superfund Site (the "Site"). In addition, this letter requests that you pay certain 
costs related to the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 and that you prepare to participate in 
the conduct or fmancing of certain cleanup activities at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-
2. 

NOTICE OF POTENTIAL LIABILITY 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") has documented the release or 
threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants at OU-2, including the 
Southwest Properties. See Enclosure A for a description of the Southwest Properties portion of 
OU-2. 

In 1994, the Beatrice Company ("Beatrice") performed a Remedial Investigation ("RI") at OU-2 
pursuant to a September 8, 1991 Consent Decree. In 2003, Beatrice conducted additional 
sampling and prepared a Supplemental RI Report to address deficiencies identified with respect 
to the 1994 RI. In 2010-2013, Beatrice conducted further sampling to address specific data gaps, 
and is currently preparing a final RI Report. Beatrice is also performing a Feasibility Study 
("FS") to evaluate remediation options for the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. In 
addition, EPA has completed a Baseline Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment to 
assess the level of contamination at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 and to evaluate the 
human health and ecological risk related to this contamination. 



Under Sections 106(a) and 107(a) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606(a) and 9607(a), and other 

laws, responsible parties may be obligated to undertake actions deemed necessary by EPA to 

protect the public health, welfare, or environment. Responsible parties may also be liable for all 

costs incurred by the government in responding to any release or threatened release at the site. 

Such costs may include, but are not limited to, expenditures for investigation, planning, clean-up 

response and enforcement activities. In addition, responsible parties may be required to pay 

damages for injury to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources, including the costs to assess 

such damages. Responsible parties under CERCLA include persons who are current or former 

owners and/or operators of a site, persons who arranged for disposal of hazardous substances at a 

site, or persons who accepted hazardous substances for transport to a site selected by such 

persons. 

Based on information gathered during investigations of the Site, EPA believes that you are a PRP 

under Section 107(a) ofCERCLA with respect to the Southwest Properties portion ofOU-2. 

Specifically, EPA has reason to believe that you have potential liability as a current owner of a 

portion of the Southwest Properties. 

DEMAND FOR PAYMENT OF COSTS 

In accordance with CERCLA and other authorities, EPA has undertaken certain actions and 

incurred costs, including PRP Search and related enforcement costs, in response to conditions 

associated with the Southwest Properties portion ofOU-2. These response actions are described 

below. As of February 3, 2014, the costs associated with these actions are approximately 

$523,736, excluding interest.1 See Enclosure B for a breakdown of these costs. EPA anticipates 

that it will expend additional funds for response activities at OU-2, including the Southwest 

Properties, under the authority of CERCLA and other laws, including those response activities 

described below. 

By this letter, EPA notifies you of your potential liability with regard to the Southwest Properties 

portion ofOU-2. In accordance with Section 107(a) ofCERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a), a 

demand is hereby made for payment of the above amount, and all interest authorized to be 

recovered under that Section or under any other provisions of law. Demand is also hereby made 

under these authorities for payment of all future costs, and interest thereon, that EPA may accrue 

in regard to the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. 

In the event the addressee of this notice intends or has already filed for dissolution or 

reorganization under bankruptcy laws, you are hereby requested to include EPA-Region 1, and 

the United States Department of Justice on any mailing or notice lists used in that proceeding. 

The United States reserves the right to file a proof of claim or application for reimbursement of 
administrative expenses in such a proceeding. 

Contained in Enclosure B of this letter is a current summary of the costs expended for the 

Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. As you may be aware, PRPs are entitled to review the 

invoices which form the basis for EPA's past costs. Some of these documents may contain 

information that EPA's contractors claim is entitled to confidential treatment. The Agency's past 

1 Please note that this figure does not include costs unrelated to the Southwest Properties. 
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practice has been to obtain the consent of the contractors pursuant to 40 C.F.R. 2.209(f) 
(confidential business information regulations) before releasing this information to PRPs. These 
regulations, however, have been revised to allow information on past costs to be released 
provided that the interested party agrees not to disclose the information received and signs a 
Confidential Business Information Agreement ("Agreement"). 

This Agreement is necessary to protect the interests of the submitters in the confidentiality of the 
business information. No party is under any obligation to execute this Agreement. Without 
executing this Agreement, however, the Agency cannot release documentation on past costs. If 
you are interested in reviewing these documents, please contact Joseph LeMay, EPA Remedial 
Project Manager, at (617) 918-1323. 

RESPONSE ACTIVITIES AT THE SOUTHWEST PROPERTIES 
PORTION OF OU-2 OF THE SITE · 

EPA activities conducted at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 include2
: 

1. Oversight of a PRP-lead RI and Supplemental RI to gather data necessary for the 
preparation of a baseline risk assessment. 

2. Oversight ofPRP-lead investigation and evaluation activities between 2010 and 2013, 
including additional well installations and groundwater data collections, subslab soil gas 
data collection under the main Aberjona building, two seasonal rounds of subslab soil gas 
and indoor air sampling at the residence on the former Abetjona Auto Parts property, and 
investigation activities on the other properties which make up the Southwest Properties. 

3. EPA preparation of a draft baseline risk assessment in 2006 and updated baseline risk 
assessment in 2014. 

4. A PRP Search. 

EPA is conducting or plans to conduct the following activities at the Southwest Properties 
portion of OU-2: 

1. Oversight of PRP-lead investigation and evaluation activities to support the preparation 
of a final RI. EPA anticipates that the final RI will be completed later in 2014. 

2. Oversight of a PRP-lead Feasibility Study to evaluate potential remedial actions to 
remove or contain hazardous substances, pollutants, and contaminants. EPA anticipates 
that the Feasibility Study will be completed later in 2014. 

3. EPA preparation of a Proposed Plan and Record of Decision ("ROD") selecting the 
remedial actions to remove or contain hazardous substances, pollutants, and 

2 Please note that the demand for payment of past costs outlined in this notice does not include response costs 
unrelated to the Southwest Properties. 
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contaminants. EPA expects to prepare a Proposed Plan and a ROD for the Southwest 

Properties portion ofOU-2 in 2015. 

4. Design and implementation of a Remedial Action to be approved by EPA. 

5. Operation, maintenance and monitoring as deemed necessary by EPA. 

In addition to those enumerated above, EPA may, pursuant to its authorities under CERCLA and 

other laws, decide that other response activities are necessary to protect public health, welfare or 

the environment. 

SPECIAL NOTICE AND NEGOTIATION MORATORIUM 

At an appropriate point in the future, you may receive an additional notice informing you that 

one or more of the above activities is pending and that your cooperation is being requested to 

negotiate the terms of an agreement to perform or finance these activities. This forthcoming 

notice will serve to inform you that EPA will either use CERCLA Section 122(e) Special Notice 

procedures to formally negotiate the terms of a consent order or consent decree to conduct or 

finance site response activities at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2, or it will inform you 

that EPA is not using such procedures pursuant to Section 122(a). 

Under Section 122(e), EPA has the discretionary authority to invoke Special Notice procedures if 
EPA determines that such procedures would facilitate an agreement between EPA and the PRPs 

and would expedite remedial action at the Southwest Properties portion ofOU-2. Use of the 

Special Notice procedure triggers a moratorium on certain EPA activities at the Southwest 

Properties portion ofOU-2. The purpose of the moratorium would be to provide a period of time 

for the PRPs and EPA to enter into formal negotiations allowing PRPs the opportunity to 

conduct or finance the response activities at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. If EPA 

does not use Section 122(e) Special Notice procedures, a Section 122(a) notice will explain why 

the Special Notice procedures were determined not to be appropriate. 

ENCLOSURE INFORMATION 

• Description of the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 (Enclosure A) 

• Current Cost Summary for the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 (Enclosure B) 

• A Fact Sheet describing the 2014 baseline risk assessment for the Southwest Properties 

and the status of response actions at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 (Enclosure 

C) 

• A list of names and addresses of potentially responsible parties to whom this notification 

was provided. This list represents EPA's preliminary findings on the identities of 

potentially responsible parties. EPA' s responsible party search is continuing. Inclusion 

on or exclusion from the list does not constitute a final determination by the Agency 
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concerning the liability of any party at the Southwest Properties pmtion of OU-2 
(Enclosure D) 

• Information Sheet for Small Businesses (Enclosure E) 

• Summary of the evidence linking the recipient of this letter to contamination found at the 
Southwest Properties portion ofOU-2. Note that this summary may not constitute a 
complete survey of all evidence held by EPA nor is it an apportionment or other 
statement by EPA on the divisibility of harm or causation in connection with the 
Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. In addition, this evidence summary shall not 
constitute an admission by EPA and will not be admissible as evidence in any proceeding 
(Enclosure F) 

• DVD that contains the documents referenced in the evidence summary and a copy of the 
Baseline Human Health and Ecological Risk Assessment Report for the Southwest 
Properties (Enclosure G- see file 558086 for index of documents) 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

In accordance with Section 113(k) of CERCLA, EPA must establish an administrative record 
containing the documents used by EPA to select the appropriate response action for the 
Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. An administrative record for the Southwest Properties 
portion of OU-2 will be made available at the time that the Proposed Plan is complete in 2015. 
The administrative record will be available to the public for inspection and comment at: 

U.S. EPA Superfund Records and Information Center 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA 02109-3912 
( 61 7) 918-1440 

Another copy of the administrative record will be made available at the Woburn Public Library 
(alk/a Winn Memorial Library) at 45 Pleasant Street, Woburn, Massachusetts. 

TIMING AND FORM OF RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER 

Please notify EPA in writing within hventy-one (21) days from receipt of this letter regarding 
your willingness to pay the demand for payment of past costs and perform or finance the 
response activities described above. If EPA does not receive a timely response, EPA will 
assume that you do not wish to negotiate a resolution of your liabilities in connection with the 
Southwest Properties portion of OU-2, and that you have declined any involvement in 
performing the response activities. Your letter should indicate the appropriate name, address, 
and telephone number for further contact with you. If you are already involved in discussions 
with state and local authorities, engaged in voluntary clean-up action, or involved in a lawsuit 
regarding this Site, you should continue such activities as you see fit. This letter is not intended 
to advise you or direct you to restrict or discontinue any such activities; however, you are 
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advised to report the status of those discussions or actions in your response to this letter and to 
provide a copy of your response to any other parties involved in those discussions or actions. 

Your response letter should be sent to: 

Joseph LeMay 
Remedial Project Manager 

U.S. EPA Region I 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100, OSRR07 -4 

Boston, MA 02109-3912 

If you have general questions concerning OU-2, including the Southwest Properties, or the Site, 
please contact Joseph LeMay, Remedial Project Manager, at (617) 918-1323. If you have any 
legal questions relevant to the Notice of Liability, or if your attorney wishes to communicate 
with EPA on your behalf, please contact Susan Scott, Senior Enforcement Counsel, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 (OES04-4), Boston, MA 
02 J 09-3912, or at (617) 918-1778. 

The factual and legal discussions in this letter are intended solely to provide notice and 
information, and such discussions are not to be construed as a fmal agency position on any 
matter set forth herein. Due to the seriousness of the environmental and legal problems posed by 
conditions at the Site, EPA urges that immediate attention and a prompt response be given to this 
letter. · 

By copy of this letter, EPA is notifying the State of Massachusetts and the Federal Natural 
Resource Trustee(s) of our intent to perform or enter into negotiations for the performance or 
financing of response actions at the Southwest Properties portion of OU-2. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ames T. Owens, III, Director 
Office of Site Remediation and Restoration 

Enclosures 

Sent by electronic mail only 
cc: Susan Scott, EPA Superfund Legal Office 

Joseph LeMay, EPA Remedial Project Manager 
Jay Naparstek, Massachusetts DEP 
Andrew Raddant, DOl, Federal. Natural Resource Trustee 
Ken Finkelstein, NOAA, Federal Natural Resource Trustee 
EPA Region 1 Superfund Records and Information Center 
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ENCLOSURE A 
WELLS G & H SUPERFUND SITE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SOUTHWEST PROPERTIES PORTION OF OU-2 

Wells G & H were two municipal wells developed in 1964 and 1967 to supplement the water 
supply ofthe City of Woburn. The wells supplied 30 percent ofthe city's drinking water. The 
population of the City of Woburn is approximately 39,000 people. 

In 1979, city police discovered several 55-gallon drums of industrial waste abandoned on a 
vacant lot in the vicinity of the Site; these drums subsequently were removed. As a result of this 
finding, the nearby wells were tested and found to be contaminated. Both of these wells were 
shut down in 1979. Five separate properties were found to be the contributing sources of 
contamination to the aquifer that supplied water to the two municipal wells. The Wells G & H 
Site covers a total area of 330 acres which encompasses commercial and industrial parks, and 
recreational and residential areas in East Woburn. The Site is generally bounded by Route 128 
to the north, Salem and Cedar Street to the south, a Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
right of way to the west, and Interstate 93 to the east. The area surrounding the Site is 
predominantly residential. The Aberjona River flows through the middle ofthe Site. Primary 
contaminants of concern include volatile organic compounds including trichloroethylene (TCE) 
and tetrachloroethylene (PCE), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and heavy metals. 

Operable Unit Two of the Site consists of all groundwater and land within the area defined as the 
Site, excluding the OU-1 Source Area properties. Operable Unit Two of the Site also excludes 
surface water and sediments of the Aberjona River (OU-3). The Southwest Properties are 
located in the Aberjona River Valley in the southwestern corner of the Wells G & H Superfund 
Site and fall within OU-2 of the Site. Similar to many agriculturally and commercially 
developed valleys in New England, the Aberjona River Valley (including the Southwest 
Properties) was attractive to development because it has a relatively low topographic relief, is 
easily constructed upon, and is underlain by a valley-fill aquifer that is capable of supplying 
large quantities of water. As such, the Aberjona River Valley has a long history of industrial 
uses. The valley also has a lengthy agricultural history. The area known as the Southwest 
Properties is primarily comprised ofthree parcels of land known as Aberjona Auto Parts 
(Aberjona property, 270/278/280 Salem Street), Whitney Barrel (Whitney property, 256 Salem 
Street), and Murphy Waste Oil (Murphy property 250/252/252R Salem Street, including a 
wetland area known as the Murphy Wetland that lies between the Murphy and Whitney 
properties). 

The primary identified contaminants in soils, sediments, and groundwater across the Southwest 
Properties include: 

• VOCs, including benzene, petroleum hydrocarbons (C5-C8 aliphatics, C9-C12 aliphatics 
and C9-C 10 aromatics), 1 ,4-dichlorobenzene, cis-1 ,2,-dichloroethene, trans-1 ,2-
dichloroethene, 1, 1-dichloroethane, 1 ,2-dichloroethane, ethyl benzene, 1 ,4-dioxane, 
methylene chloride, methyl tertiary butyl ether, tetrachloroethene, 1 ,2,3-trichlorobenzene, 
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l ,2,4-trichlorobenzene, 1,1 ,2-trichloroethane, trichloroethene, vinyl chloride, and total 
xylenes; 

• Semi volatile organic compounds, including bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, 
benzo(a)anthracene, benzo(b)fluoranthene, and benzo(a)pyrene, dibenz(a,h)anthracene, 
indeno(l ,2,3-cd)pyrene, 2-methylnaphthalene, naphthalene, and petroleum hydrocarbons 
(C1l-C22 aromatics and C9-C18 aliphatics); 

• Pesticides, such as alpha-chlordane, gamma chlordane, alpha-BHC, beta-BHC, aldrin, 
lindane, heptachlor, heptachlor epoxide, dieldrin, 4,4' -DDD and 4,4' -DDT; 

• PCB Aroclors and dioxin-like PCB congeners, such as 2,3',4,4'5-PentCB(118) and 
3,3'4,4'5-PentaCB(126); and 

• Metals, including arsenic, total chromium, chromium VI, cobalt, iron, lead, manganese, 
thallium and zinc. 
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Report Date: 03/04/2014 ENCLOSURE B 
Reconciliation Pending 

Itemized Cost Summary 

WELLS G & H, WOBURN, MA SITE ID = 01 46 

Ou2 enforcement costs incurred through 2/3/14 
Southwest Properties portion of OU-2 

REGIONAL PAYROLL COSTS ...................................................................................... .. 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT (lAG) COSTS 

ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (DW96940206) .... ... ... .... ... ... ... ... .... .. ... .... ... .... . 

OTHER CONTRACT COSTS 

TECHLAW, INC. (3Z0247NBLX) ..... .. .. .... ............. ......... ... ... ... ................ ... ....... .. . 

TECH LAW, INC. (EP061 000025) .... ..... ............. .. ... ..... ..... ... ....................... .. ..... . . 

EPA INDIRECT COSTS .................................................................................................. . 

Total Site Costs: 
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$134,121 .15 

$2,581 .71 

$176,672.42 

$74,996.84 

$135,364.06 

$523,736.18 



ENCLOSURE C 

Clean ing Up New England SITE UPDATE 

Southwest Properties Assessment 

Wells G&H Woburn, MA 
U.S. EPA I H AZARDOUS W ASTE P ROGRAM AT EPA NEW ENGLAND 

T H E S U P E R F U N D P R 0 G R A M prcu::rr fuu 1r '"•alfl, 
and the envrronmenr ll;t r,.,, • a' r''.l' , .~1 rptJnrng U/! of"n ol ar.doned 
hazardous waste ~me~ ond ~,..-Ping comni'I!Jitie ~ rhrOUIJiwut 1h1· proce:.·. 
Ntony o( these srte:. :He rot'1piE::>' a.,d 11 .. ' l.:mg ternr dewwp a(fwns. 
Those r"'spons1ble (vi ··--:~'.:'111:\Jtion 01 e hold l1,1ble f"; deonLJp cost·. 
EPA strNe~ tc • 11n ;,re •o•J<Iy conwm•t r ton:i '.J:'ld g'()und" , r 

10 1>1 Jduct•ve use. 

SITE DESCRIPTION : 

I he Wells G&ll Supc1 fund S1te IS apprOlomarely 330 ac1 es 1n Wobw n, MA. In the southwest 
co1 ner of the Wells C&ll Super fund S1t are three a t1ve commercral properttes (1 efer red to 
as the Murphys Wa te 01l, Whitney Bar rei, and Abeqona Auto Parts proper t1es) known as 
th Southwest Pr ope1 t1 s fh Southwest Proper t1es 1s about H acres (see F1gur 1) A small 
w tland (refr>11ed to as tile Mw phy Wetland) 1s located par t1ally on and between the Wh1tney 
B,11r el ,md t1LH phy 0 11 pr orc1 tit s and 1s also pill t of the Southwest Proper t1cs. A fe>cused 
mve~t1gat1on WdS complt ted lo1 the Southwest Proper ti"S between 2010 and :20 13 that col 
lee ted va 1ous sorl, sorl g~s. groundwater and mdoor a1r samples, and bUilt upon so I g1 Olrnd 
water. sed1ment and u1 face water 1nv st1gat1ons conducted pr 1or to 2010 In Ma1 h 2014, 
E:PA completf'd 1ts as'> ssment of these n wand ex1stmg sam pi results and evaluated potrntlal 
11sk to cu11ent nd fu ture human health and the envuonment l h1s Ma1c112014 assessment 1s 
f·nowp .tS a Baselme H1sk Assessment (BRA). 

CO MMUNITY MEETING 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
will hold a public meeting at 700 p.m. on June 23, 
2014 at Woburn City Hall to present recent 
BRA results for the Southwest Properties 
at the Site and identify next steps for the 
Southwest Properties. The March 2014 BRA 
can be found at EPA's Web page for the Site. 
www.epa.govfregion 1/superfundfsitesf 
wellsgh 

WHAT WAS FOUND : 
Between 2010 and 2013, EPA had additional 
data collected from soils and groundwater at 
the Southwest Properties. EPA also evaluated 
the indoor air quality in the buildings on the 

A EA~Unitod States .,.,._. Envlronmontal Protection 
~,. Agency 

properties to make sure contamination was 
not coming into the buildings through the 
ground in a process called vapor intrusion. 
To test for vapor intrusion, we had samples 
collected from the subslab soil gas and/or 
indoor air in commercial buildings on the 
three properties and an occupied residence 
on the Aberjona Auto Parts property. At the 
conclusion of this investigation, EPA found 
the Southwest Properties are contaminated 
with hazardous substances including volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), pesticides, polychlo
rinated biphenyls (PCBs), petroleum com
pounds and metals. 

Moy 2014 

<i> prinltd on 100% rocydod paper, with o minimum of SO% po>koJUumor wa >le, using voge1abl.based inb 
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KEY CONTACTS: 

JOE LEMAY 

Project Manager 
(617) 918-1323 
lemay.joe@epa.gov 

(HilY ZIMM lRMIIN 

U.S. EPA Community 
Involvement Coordinator 

(617) 918·1037 
zimmerman.emily@epa.gov 

GENERAL INF·Oz 

tPA NEW tNGLAND 

5 Post Office Sq .. 
Su1te 100 
Boston. MA 02109-3912 

TOLL-FREE 

CUSTOM £R HRVICE 

1-888-EPA-7341 

ItA N HOR( A 

www.epa.gov /region 1/ 

superfundjsitesjwellsgh 



RISK ASSCSSMENT 
EPA completed the evaluation of the data 
collected for the Southwest Properties to 
determine the potential for the contami· 
nation in soil, groundwater, sediment, 
surface water, soil gas and indoor air to 
pose a t hreat to humans and the environ
ment. EPA has arrived at the following 
conclusions (as documented in EPA's 
March 2014 BRA for the Southwest 
Properties): 

• No current threat to commercial 
workers · Current commercial use 
throughout the Southwest Proper
ties does not pose a health threat 
to workers who may contact soil as 
part of their jobs. In addition, vapor 
intrusion does not pose a current 
health threat inside the commercial 
buildings throughout the Southwest 
Properties. Further study of vapor 
intrusion will be necessary if there is 
any change in use of the buildings or 
additional buildings are constructed 
at the Southwest Properties. 

• No current threat to residence at 
Aberjona Auto Parts property -
Vapor intrusion does not pose a 
health threat inside the residence 
on the Aberjona Auto Parts 
property. Further study of vapor 
intrusion will be necessary if there is 
any change in use of the building or 
additional buildings are constructed 
at the property. 

• Potential future threat to recre
ational users at Murphy's Waste 
Oil property, Murphy Wetland 
and Whitney Barrel property, and 
trespassers at the Murphy Wetland 
- Contact with soil on the Murphy's 
Waste Oil and Whitney Barrel 
properties and with sediment in 
the Murphy Wetland could pose a 
health threat to the public if these 
areas are developed for recreational 
use in the future (for use as a park 
or athletic faci lity). Even if com
mercial use continues in the future , 
contact with sediment would pose 
a health t hreat to people trespass
ing in the Murphy Wetland. PAHs, 
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PCBs, pesticides and metals are the 
major risk contributing chemicals 
for soil; PCBs, petroleum com
pounds and metals are the primary 
risk contributing chemicals for 
sediment. 

• Potential future threat to construc
tion workers at Murphy Waste 
Oil and Whitney Barrel properties 
- Contact with soil and/ or shallow 
groundwater could pose a health 
threat to future construction work
ers involved in excavation activities 
at the Murphy's Waste Oil and 
Whitney Barrel properties. PCBs in 
soil and VOCs in groundwater are 
the primary health threat contribut· 
ing chemicals. 

• Potential future threat to drinking 
water users throughout the South
west Properties · Groundwater is 
not currently used as a drinking 
water source, however, potential 
future use of groundwater for drink
ing could pose a health threat to 
the public. VOCs, PCBs, pesticides, 
petroleum compounds and metals 
are the primary risk contributing 
chemicals. 

• Current threat to wildlife at Murphy 
Wetland- Small mammals (e.g., 
shrew) and sediment-dwelling 
organisms (e.g., worms) within the 
Murphy Wetland area are potential
ly threatened due to elevated levels 
of PCBs and metals in sediment and 
soil. 

• Figure 2 - Provides a graphical 
summary of the BRA, including 
the properties, media and chemi
cal types that contribute to the 
identified risks for humans and the 
environment. 

C-2 

NEXT STEPS · 
The contamination found on the South
west Properties warrants additional 
cleanup at the Wells G&H Superfund 
Site. 

EPA will look thoroughly at the data 
collected and possible cleanup options in 
Fall of2014. This will be documented in 
a report called: Remedial Investigation/ 
Feasibility Study. 

Then, in the Winter 2014-2015, EPA 
will issue a proposed cleanup plan. Upon 
issuing the Proposed Plan, EPA will be 
seeking public comment on the Proposed 
Plan. 
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ENCLOSURED 
WELLS G & H OPERABLE UNIT 2 

SOUTHWEST PROPERTIES 
GENERAL NOTICE MAILING LIST 

280 Salem Street, LLC 
c/o Robert L. Holland 
Holland Arena, Inc. 
270 Salem Street 
Woburn, MA 01801 

.Beatrice Company 
c/o James Stewart, Esq. 
Lowenstein Sandler PC 
65 Livingston A venue 
Roseland, NJ 07068 

Boston Edison Company/ 
NST AR Electric and Gas Company 
Jeffrey N. Stevens, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
800 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02199 

The Gillette Company 
c/o Proctor & Gamble 
Deborah P. Majoras, Esq. 
One Proctor & Gamble Plaza 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

Goulston Technologies 
f/kla George A. Goulston 
Veronica McKinney 
HSE Manager 
7000 North Johnson Street 
Monroe, NC 28110 

KEK Realty Trust 
John E. Whitney, III and Susan M. 
Whitney 
I 7 Pond Street 
Newburyport, MA 01950 
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Kingston Steel Drum 
Great Lakes Container Corp. 
c/o Patricia H. Duft 
Staff VP, Legal & Regulatory Services 
Mallinckrodt, Inc. 
675 McDoiiDell Boulevard 
St. Louis, MO 63042 

Lamco Chemical Co. 
James G. Lamm, President 
212 Arlington Street 
Chelsea, MA 02150 

Murphy's Waste Oil Service, Inc. 
c/o Clean Harbors, Inc. 
Alan S. McKim 
42 Longwater Drive 
Norwell, MA 02061 

Old Oil Realty Trust 
Joan E. Murphy, Trustee 
41 Harriet A venue 
Burlington, MA 01803 

Olin Corporation 
Curtis M. Richards, Vice President 
Environment, Health & Safety 
P.O. Box 248 
1186 Lower River Road NW 
Charleston, TN 37310 

Organix, LLC 
Peter C. Meltzer, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
240 Salem Street 
Woburn, MA 01801 



Samuel Cabot, Inc. 
c/o Ronda P. Bayer, Esq. 
Associate General Counsel 
Valspar 
901 3 rd A venue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Stepan Company 
Kathleen 0. Sherlock, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
22 West Frontage Road 
Northfield, IL 60093 

ENCLOSURED 
WELLS G & H OPERABLE UNIT 2 

SOUTHWEST PROPERTIES 
GENERAL NOTICE MAILING LIST 

Wildwood Conservation Corporation 
c/o John J. Riley, Jr. 
I 54 Ocean Boulevard 
Seabrook, NH 03874 

W.R. Grace & Co.-Conn. 
c/o Seth Jaffe, Esq. 
Foley Hoag, LLP 
155 Seaport Boulevard 
Boston, M A 0221 0 
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ENCLOSURE E 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (220 I A) 
EPA-300-F-11 -006 June 2011 

lJ.S. EPA Srnall Business l~esources 
lnfornuttion Sheet 

The Un itcd States Environmental Protection Agency provides an array of resources. including workshops, training 
sessions. hotlines. websites and guides, to help small businesses understand and comply with federal and state 
environmental laws. In addition to helping smal l businesses understand their environmental obligations and 
improve compliance, these resources will also help such businesses find cost-effective ways to comply through 
pollution prevention techniques and innovative technologies. 

EPA's Small Business Websites 

Small Business Environmental Homepage- www.smallbiz-envirowcb.org 

Small Business Gateway - \VWw.epa.gov/smallbusiness 

EPA's Small Business Ombudsman - www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888 

EPA's Compliance Assistance 
llomcpage 
www.epa.gov/complinnce/assistnnce/ 
busincss.html 

Thi:s page is a gateway to industry 
and statute-specific environmental 
resources, from extensive web-based 
information to hotlines and compliance 
assistance specialists. 

EPA's Compliance Assistance ('enters 
www. assistancecenters.net 

EPA's Compliance Assistance Centers 
provide information targeted to 
industries with many small businesses. 
They were developed in partnership 
with industry. universities and other 
federal and state agencies. 

Agrkulture 
. www.epa.gov/agriculture/ 

Automotive Recycling 
www.ecarcenter.org 

Automotive Service and Repair 
www.ccar-greenlink.org or I..S88-GRN-LINK 

Chemical Manufacturin~ 
W\\w.chemalliance.org 

Construction 
www.cicacenter.org or 1-734-99:'\-49 II 

Education 
w\\·w.campuserc.org 

Food Procc'lslng 
www. f'peac.org 

Health care 
www. hercenter.org 

Local Government 
www.tgean.org 

Mt'tal Flnishin~ 
www. nm fi·c.org 

Paints nnd Coutings 
www. pai ntcenter.org 

P.-inted Wiring Board Manufacturing 
www.pwbrc.org 

Printin& 
www.pncac.org 

Ports 
www.portcompliance.org 

U.S. Border Compliance and 
lrnport/E\port Issues 
w ww. bordercenter.org 

llotlincs, llclplincs and 
Clearinghouses 
www.epa.gov/epahome/hotline.htna 

rPA sponsors many free hotlines and 
clearinghouses that provide convenient 
assistance regarding environmental 
requirements. Some examples are: 

E-1 

Antimicrobial lnformalion Hotline 
info-antimicrobial@epa.gov or 
1-703-308-6411 

C lean Air Technology Center (CATC) 
Info-line 
www.epagov/ttn/catc or 1-919-541-0800 

Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-To-Know Act 
\ V \V\V, epa.gov /superfund/resources/ 
infocentcrfepcra.htm or 1-800-424·9346 

EPA Imported Vehicles and Engines 
Public Helpline 
www.epa.gov/otaq/imports or 
734-214-4100 

National Pesticide lnfonnation Center 
www.npic.orst.edu/ or 1-800-858-7378 

Nationalltcsponsc Center Hotline -
to report oil and hazardous substan<:e spills 
www.nrc.uscg.mil or 1-800-424-8802 

Pollution Prl'\'Cntion lnforma tion 
Clearinghouse (PPIC) 
www.epa.gov/opptintrfppic or 
1-202-566-0799 

Snfe Drinking Water Hotline 
. www. epa. gov /safewater/hotl in eli ndex. 
html or 1-800-426-4791 

Stratospheric 01.one Protection Hotline 
www.epa.gov/ozonc or 1-800-296-1996 



ENCLOSURE E 

Toxic: Substances Control Act (TSCA) Hotline 

tsca-hotl ine@epagov or 1-202-554-1404 

W(•tlands lnformlltion Helpline 
www.epa.gov/owow/wctlands/wctline.html or 1-800-832-7828 

State and Tribal Web-llascd Resources 

State Resource Locators 
www.envcap.org/statetools 

The Locators provide state-specific contacts. regulations and 
resources covering the major environmental laws. 

· State Small UusinC'ss Environmental A~>sistancc Progmms 
(SRRAPs) 
www.sma II biz-envi rowcb.org 

State SBEAPs help small businesses and assistance providers 
understand environmental requirements and sustainable 
busin~:ss practices through workshops, trainings and site visits. 
The website is a central point for sharing. resources between 
EPA and statc!s. 

EPA's Tribal Com1)1iance Assl!!tnncc Center 
www.epa.gov/tribalcompliance/indcx.html 

The Center provides matenal to Tribes on environmental 
stewardship and regulations that might apply to tribal 
government operations. 

l·:PA's Tribal Portal 
www.epa.gov/tribalportal/ 

The Portal helps users locate tribal-related infonnation within 
EPA and other federal agencies. 

EPA Compliance lnccnti\'CS 
EPA provides incentives for environmental compliance. By 
participating in compliance assistance programs or voluntarily 
disclosing and promptly correcting violations before an 
enforcement action has t'leen initiated, businesses may be 
eligible for penalty waivers or reductions. EPA has two such 
policic~ thnt may apply to small husincsses: 

ErA's Small Bu,o;incss CompliHnc'' Policy 
www.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/smallbusinesslindex.lttml 

This Policy oflers small businesses special incl'ntives to come 
into compliance voluntarily. 

EPA's Audit Policy 
www.epa.gov/compliancelinccntiveslauditinglauditpolicy.html 

June 2011 

The Policy provides incentives to all businesses that 
voluntarily discover. promptly disclose and expeditiously 
correct their noncompliance. 

Commenting on Federal Enforcement Actions and 
Com pliancc Activities 
The Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act 
(SBREFA) established a SBRI fA Ombudsman and 10 Reg.aonnl 
Fairness Boards to recetve comments from small businesses 
about federal agency enforcement actions. If you believe that 
you fall within the Small Business Administration's definition 
of a small business (based on your North American Industry 
Classification System designation. number of employees or 
annual receipts, as defined nt 13 C.F.R. 121.20 I; in most cuses. 
this means a business with 500 or fewer employees), and wish 
to comment on federal enlorcernent and compliance activities, 
call the SBREFA Ombudsman's toll-free number at 1-888-
RJ-.G-FAIR (1-888-734-3247). or go to their \\Cbsite at www. 

sba.gov/ombudsman. 

Every small business that is the subject of an enforcement or 
com pi ianct' actio11 is cntit led 10 com m cnt on the Agency 's act ions 
without fear of retaliation. EPA employees are prohibited from 
using cnlorcernci1l (lr any otht.~r means of retaliation ngamst any 
member of the regulated community in response to comments 
made under SOREFA. 

Your Du~· to Comply 
If you receive compliance ac;sistance or submit a comment 
to the SORrfA Ombudsman or Regional Fan·ncss Boards, 
you still have the duty to comply with the law. including. 
pmviding timely responses to EPA information requests, 
administrative or civil complaint<;, other enforcement actions 
or communications. 1 he a:.siswnce information and comm~:nt 
processes do not give you any new rights or defenses in any 
enforcement action. These processes also do not afTcct EPA's 
obligation to protect public health or the environment under any 
of the cnYironmcntal statutes it enforces, including the right to 
tuke emergency remedial or emergency response actions when 
nrpropriatc. Those decisions will be based on the facts in each 
situation. The SBRf:FA Ombudsman and Fairness Boards do 
not participate in resolving EPA's enforcement actions. Also, 
remember that to preserve your rights. you need to comply with 
all rules governing the enforcement process. 

EPA Is disseminating this lnformution to you without making 
a deurmination that your business or organization is a small 
huslucss as d~fillttl by Section 222 of the Smtt/1 Busiuess 
Regulatory E11jorcement Fttimess Act or related provisions. 
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ENCLOSUREF 
Wells G & H Superfund Site OU-2, Southwest Properties (the "Site") 

Evidence Summary for 256 Salem Street, Woburn, MA 
(former Whitney Barrel Company Property) 

Property Address 

256 Salem Street, Woburn, MA; formerly known as the Whitney Barrel Company property. 

Current Owner- John E. Whitney, III and Susan M. Whitney 

According to the City of Woburn Tax Assessor's Database, KEK Realty Trust, Ruth J. Whitney, 
Trustee is listed as the current owner of the property (SDMS 547764). However, Ruth J. 
Whitney passed away on July 8, 2002. According to the Declaration of Trust recorded with the 
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds in 1988, the realty trust terminates upon the death of the 
Trustee then serving and the trust assets are distributed to the beneficiaries. John E. Whitney, III 
("Jack Whitney") and Susan M. Whitney are listed as the beneficiaries in the Declaration of 
Trust (SDMS 549910). Jack Whitney has provided EPA with access to the property to conduct 
site investigations. In addition, based on the 2009 site inspection and interview conducted by 
EPA, Jack Whitney is managing the leases at the property (SDMS 547754). 

Taxes are owed on the property back to approximately 2001 and the City of Woburn has a lien 
on the property due to this non-payment of taxes. In 2004, the City of Woburn filed a notice of 
taking of the property with the Middlesex County Registry of Deeds for non-payment of taxes 
for the 2001-2002 year. The 2004 taking listed Ruth J. Whitney, Trustee ofKEK Realty Trust as 
the owner of the property (SDMS 549909). In 2006, the City of Woburn fi led a complaint in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court against Jack and Susan Whitney to foreclose on 
the tax lien (SDMS 547757). In January 2013, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court 
("Land Court") entered Judgment forever foreclosing and barring all rights of redemption that 
Jack and Susan Whitney may have with respect to the property (SDMS 547756). However, in 
February 2013, the Land Court vacated this Judgment (SDMS 547755). There is no evidence 
that the City of Woburn has taken additional steps to foreclose the tax lien. 

Historic Operations 

Historical operations at the property included: a family-run drum and tank reconditioning and 
recycling business under the name Whitney Barrel Company, Inc. ("Whitney Barrel") (from 
November 1950 to approximately 1979; smaller operation from 1979 to 1985); sale of scrap 
metal (November 1950 to 1985); and glue manufacturing (from the mid to late 1960s). Whitney 
Barrel ceased operations in early 1985, following the death of John E. Whitney, Jr. (SDMS 
549287; SDMS 295888). Whitney Barrel was involuntarily dissolved in August 1998 (SDMS 
549991). 

F-1 



ENCLOSUREF 
Wells G & H Superfund Site OU-2, Southwest Properties (the "Site") 

Evidence Summary for 256 Salem Street, Woburn, MA 
(former Whitney Barrel Company Property) 

The drum and tank reconditioning operations involved cleaning the drums and tanks and 
repainting them for resale. Drums and small items were cleaned in a wash tank by spraying 
boiling water and trisodium phosphate and flake caustic soda cleaning solution on them and then 
rinsing the drums with boiling water (SDMS 549287). John Camerlengo, a former employee, 
indicated that trichloroethylene was used to clean the drum heads. The wash tank water and any 
unused trichloroethylene discharged into a floor drain in the main building which drained to a 
culvert that was connected to the MDC sewer system. Any residues left in the drums were 
disposed of along with the wash water. Mr. Camerlengo recalls that the sewer would often back 
up into the building and flood the wash room floor (SDMS 549289, 10:18-12:4; 14:7-14:15; 
17:5-18:24; 20:10-21:14). The drums, tanks, and other items were painted in a spray booth. 
Materials used in the spray booth included paints, thinners (Mobil Solvisol No.5), cleaners, and 
other chemicals (SDMS 549287; SDMS 547754). 

Since Whitney Barrel ceased operations in 1985, portions of the property have been leased out to 
various entities conducting the following operations: truck, vehicle and equipment storage; 
automobile and equipment repair; woodworking; and automobile glass repair (SDMS 549287; 
SDMS 547754). 

Hazardous Substances Found at Property 

In 1980, a site inspection was conducted at the property by Ecology & Environment, Inc. 
According to the site inspection report, drums were found at the property which had labels 
indicating that they once stored malathion, acrylic lacquer thinner, and methylene chloride 
(SDMS 485980). According to two former employees, Richard Sousa and John Camerlengo, 
some of the malathion drums had residues which were dumped down the drain prior to cleaning 
the drums (SDMS 539374; SDMS 549289). According to Jack Whitney, there were several fires 
at the property during the time period when drum and tank reconditioning operations were 
conducted. A fire in approximately 1978-1979 destroyed the main building where Whitney 
Barrel conducted its washing operations. Many of the items stored in the main building awaiting 
reconditioning exploded and/or were blown out of the building as a result of this fire. Jack 
Whitney stated that drum residues could have been flushed out onto the property by the water 
used to fight the fire (SOMS 549287; SDMS 547754). 

Sampling detected the following contaminants in soil and wetland sediments at the property: 
benzene; polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, including benzo(a)anthracene and benzo(a)pyrene 
("P AHs"); total polychlorinated biphenyls ("PCBs"); alpha- and gamma-chlordane; arsenic; 
cadmium; 1 ,2,3-trichlorobenzene; naphthalene; vinyl chloride; I, 1-dichloroethane; cis-1 ,2,
dichloroethene; carbon tetrachloride; bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate; benzo(b )fluoranthene; 
benzo(k)fluoranthene; indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene; dibenz(a,h)anthracene; C5-C8 aliphatics; 4,4'-
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ENCLOSUREF 
Wells G & H Superfund Site OU-2, Southwest Properties (the "Site") 

Evidence Summary for 256 Salem Street, Woburn, MA 
(former Whitney Barrel Company Property) 

DDE; 4,4' -DDT; PCB TEQ; aluminum; antimony; trichloroethene; tetrachloroethene; 
ethyl benzene; xylenes (total); 1 ,3-dichlorobenzene; I ,4-dichlorobenzene; 1 ,2,4-trichlorobenzene; 
2-methylnaphthalene; 1,I-biphenyl; carbazole; chrysene; C9-C12 aliphatics; C9-C10 aromatics; 
C9-C 18 aliphatics; C 11-C22 aromatics; alpha-, delta- and gamma-BHC; heptachlor; heptachlor 
epoxide; dieldrin; chromium VI; cobalt; copper; iron; lead; manganese; mercury; thallium; and 
vanadium (SDMS 54I095; SDMS 259667; see also SDMS 259668; SDMS 549964; SDMS 
259670-295685; SDMS 260703-260707). 

The contaminants detected in groundwater at the property included benzene, methyl tertiary 
butyl ether ("MTBE") and volative petroleum hydrocarbons (VPH). In addition, sampling 
detected the following hazardous substances in groundwater throughout the area making up the 
Southwest Properties: chlorobenzene; 1 ,2-dichlorobenzene; I ,3-dichlorobenzene; I ,4-
dichlorobenzene; I, I -dichloroetllane; 1 ,2-dichloroethane; cis-1 ,2-dichloroethene; trans-I ,2,
d!ichloroethene; 1,4-dioxane; ethylbenzene; methyl tert butyl ether; methylene chloride; 1,2,3-
trichlorobenzene; 1 ,2,4-trichlorobenzene; trichloroethene; tetrachloroethene; 1, I,!
trichloroethane; 1,1 ,2-trichloroethane; vinyl chloride; xylenes (total); toluene; C5-C8 aliphatics; 
C9-C12 aliphatics; C9-C10 aromatics; C9-C18 aliphatics; C11-C22 aromatics; 
benzo( a)anthracene; benzo(b )fluoranthene; indeno( 1 ,2,3-cd)pyrene; 2-methylnaphthalene; 
naphthalene; total PCBs; PCB TEQ; 4,4'-DDD; 4,4'DDT; aldrin; alpha-BHC; alpha-chlordane; 
beta-BHC; delta-BHC; Dieldrin; Endrin; endrin ketone; gamma-BHC; gamma-chlordane; 
Heptachlor; heptachlor epoxide; aluminum; arsenic; antimony; lindane; cadmium; chromium III; 
cobalt; iron; lead; manganese; selenium; and vanadium (SDMS 541095; SDMS 259667; see also 
SDMS 259668; SDMS 549964; SDMS 259670-295685; SDMS 260703-260707). 

Wetland areas surround the property to the northwest and west, and fill material has been placed 
over the original ground surface over the remainder of the property. The property falls nearly 
entirely within the FEMA 1 00-year floodplain. Periodic flooding events have the potential to 
redistribute contamination from the Murphy Wetland to the adjacent properties and introduce 
impacts to the wetland (e.g., hydraulic oil release from the Whitney property during flooding in 
I996) (SDMS 259667). 
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fee. Endorse mailplece "Return Receipt Requested". To receive a fee waiver for 
a duplicate return receipt, a USPSet postmark on your Certified Mail receipt is 
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endorsement •RestrictecJDelivery•. 
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